
Integrations Curriculum FAQ 

 
Why are the Themes so broad? How will students ever be able to make connections 

across them? 

 

The themes are still in a developmental stage. If the Integrations Curriculum 

passes, faculty interested in teaching within those themes will be able to 

discuss and revise the themes in consultation with the Director of General 

Education. The themes were kept intentionally broad in order to allow as 

many departments, programs, and individual faculty as possible to teach 

within them. 

 

It is also important to note that this model emphasizes active student 

involvement in their learning. The Integrated Portfolio is intended (in part) 

to give students the chance to reflect on, and discover, the connections 

among their classes on the same theme. Because the discovery of such 

connections will very much be a creative process, the intent is to provide 

students with enough space to make these discoveries and connections, 

especially in ways that we may not anticipate or expect. 

 

Finally, it is worth noting that the proposal calls for a mandatory program 

review of the curriculum at year five, after a full cohort of students have 

moved through the curriculum. If a review of the portfolios indicates that the 

connections students make between their themed coursework are 

unsatisfactory, the themes could be adjusted accordingly. 

 

What if there are problems implementing the Integrations Curriculum? 

 

We recognize that no model is perfect and that unanticipated difficulties may 

arise as the new curriculum is implemented. We have taken every measure 

possible to work with offices and departments to preemptively identify and 

address possible concerns. In addition, we have created a two-year 

implementation period in order to ensure that time is available to roll out the 

curriculum in an ordered and careful manner. 

 

But in order to ensure that any unanticipated issues can be identified and 

corrected, the proposal makes two recommendations. First, that a 

comprehensive program review of the Integrations Curriculum be 

undertaken in the 5th year of its offering. Such a review would have data 



based on an entire cohort of students and would allow for a wide variety of 

factors to be examined, such as impact on departmental enrollments or 

quality of student learning. In addition, the proposal recommends that the 

JFS appoint an ad-hoc committee early in the implementation period, tasked 

with assisting the Director of General Education to assist in identifying and 

addressing any difficulties or issues as they arise at any point in the 

implementation process. 


